LES ONAKA HANDICAPPERS’ RACING REPORT
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 01, 2017
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RACE 1
(9) ARTHUR'S HONOR

(1) BLUE RIDGE MTN

(2) PROUD CAPTIVE

LES ONAKA'S EARLY PICK 4
SMALL TICKET
1st race (1,2,6,9)

2nd race (4,5)

3rd race (3,4,6,7,9)

4th race (1)

TOTAL $ 40.00

2nd race (4,5)

3rd race (3,4,6,7,9)

4th race (1,4)

TOTAL $80.00

LARGE TICKET
1st race (1,2,6,9)
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HORSES TO WATCH:
ARTHUR'S HONOR broke well, settled, chased the 4‐horse speed duel mid‐backside (‐3 lengths), dropped back ‐5 lengths as
the pace quickened near the far turn (22.01 opening quarter), ‐5 lengths mid‐final turn, 3‐wide entering the stretch, leveled
too late (thru the sizzling 5.91 final 1/16) vs. tougher rivals. THE ONE TO BEAT ON THE CLASS DROP AND IS CAPABLE OF
FLASHING MORE SPEED!
BLUE RIDGE MTN broke well, could not clear for early position (‐5 lengths) mid‐backside (chasing the dueling pair), ‐6
lengths near the far turn (21.85 opening quarter), ‐7 lengths mid‐final turn, rallied too late (6.47 final 1/16). HE IMPROVES
HIS POST AND FOUND HIS PROPER CLASS LEVEL!
PROUD CAPTIVE broke well, lagged ‐10 lengths (chasing the dueling pair), ‐14 lengths near the far turn (21.85 opening
quarter), raced in TRAFFIC at midstretch, LACKED RACING ROOM near the wire (should have been closer) in a much needed
outing. He will be facing more speed (possible 3‐4‐6).....
P TOWN TITAN broke well, dueled between rivals mid‐backside, dueled outside the eventual winner near the far turn (22.46
opening quarter), battled the length of the stretch and just missed (6.46 final 1/16). Prior effort he bumped hard at the
start, could not clear over, fanned 5‐6 lanes wide mid‐ backside (‐2 lengths), ‐3 lengths near the far turn (fanned 4‐5 lanes),
3‐wide entering the stretch, RACED WIDE THROUGHOUT. Final 1/16 clocked in 6.33. Not without a chance with the proper
trip.
***
OTHERS:
THIS TIME IN WIN bumped at the start, chased the 3‐horse speed duel mid‐backside (‐2 lengths), ‐3 lengths near the far
turn (22.46 opening quarter), ‐4 lengths mid‐final turn, gamely kept to his task to the end (6.46 final 1/16). Prior effort he
broke off balance, bumped shortly after the start, chased the lone speed runner mid‐backside (‐6 lengths), ‐5 lengths mid‐
final turn, split horses in deep stretch, improving his position near the wire.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((())))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

RACE 2
(4) LILAC STREET

(5) ROYAL RED

(2) MAGIC CHATTER

HORSES TO WATCH:
LILAC STREET broke ‐2 lengths slow, chased the 5‐horse speed duel mid‐backside (‐3 lengths), raced ‐3 lengths near the far
turn (22.53 opening quarter), raced in traffic mid‐final turn (‐2 lengths), never leveled entering the stretch (toss it out) vs.
ROYAL RED and company. She definite last and expect to see a much stronger performance!
ROYAL RED broke well, settled early, chased the 5‐horse speed duel mid‐backside (‐3 lengths), ‐4 lengths near the far turn
(22.53 opening quarter), ‐2 lengths mid‐final turn (rail), rallied to the front at top of the lane, gradually pulled clear (rapid
5.79 final 1/16). STRICTLY THE ONE TO BEAT WITH A REPEAT PERFORMANCE!
******************************************************
OTHERS:
MAGIC CHATTER broke ‐2 lengths slow, chased the dueling pair mid‐backside (‐6 lengths), lagged ‐10 lengths near the far
turn (22.46 opening quarter), 5‐wide entering the stretch, traveled evenly down the lane after losing her best chance. Prior
effort she broke well, chased the lone speed winner mid‐backside (‐5 lengths), raced ‐8 lengths near the far turn (21.98
opening quarter), 4‐wide entering the stretch, finished out with good energy.
CODE ALERT broke well, chased the lone speed runner mid‐backside (‐2 lengths), ‐2 lengths near the far turn (22.25 opening
quarter), challenged inside one rival entering the stretch, gained the narrow advantage at top of the lane, held gamely (6.33
final 1/16). Prior effort she swerved in at the start, dueled inside one rival near the far turn (22.81 opening quarter), shook
loose (+1 length) entering the stretch, held gamely (6.40 final 1/16).
WIRED FOR FUN freshened since 10/14/16. Sports a series of good works under J Nunez. Worth a strong look at the betting
board!
((())))

RACE 3
(7) RUNNIN JESSE

(9) BOYS ARE BEST

(6) OAK RANCH

HORSES TO WATCH:
RUNNIN JESSE (15.68) broke off balance, bumped shortly after the start, losing ‐1 1/2 length, raced ‐1 1/2 length past the
gap, leveled midway, finished strong (should have been closer) thru the 9.90 final 1/8. Prior effort (15.79) he broke off
balance, drifted in shortly after the start, losing ‐3/4 length, lugged in midway, gamely kept to his task to the end. Check out
his improving ratings based on adjusted clocking.
BOYS ARE BEST broke in (losing path) shortly after the start, raced ‐3 lengths past the gap, leveled too late (9.90 final 1/8) in
a race to be tossed out. Prior effort (15.80) he broke out, bumped (hard) shortly after the start, losing ‐1 length, raced ‐1
length past the gap, kept to his task to the end. He is coming consecutive troubled trips!
OAK RANCH hesitated, hit the side of the gate as it opened, swerved in, bumped repeatedly (hard) shortly after the start,
raced ‐2 1/2 lengths past the gap, not abused, finished out with run left crossing the wire after losing his best chance. (Q)
07/15 outworked by CALIFORNIA BLOSSOM (12.2‐12.3) Worked outside. Broke well, drifted in early, ‐1/2 length midway,
pushed along, responding very well. GRADE: B DRILL
A CAJUN DIVA (15.83) swerved in, bumped shortly after the start, losing ‐1 length, caught in tight quarters (shuffled
back/losing path) past the gap, leveled too late (still improving her position late) thru the 9.98 final 1/8. Prior effort (15.80)
she broke in, bumped shortly after the start, losing ‐1 1/2 length, raced ‐2 lengths past the gap, kept to her task to the end
(running behind horses) thru the 9.94 final 1/8. She much better than her record shows!

ROLLING ALONG (15.78) broke in, bumped at the start, losing ‐1 length, quick in stride, right there past the gap, gamely kept
to her task to the end (just missed 3rd) thru the 9.90 final 1/8). Prior effort he broke in, bumped (losing path) shortly after
the start, losing ‐2 lengths, lugged in (behind horses) midway in a race to be tossed out. He is capable of a 15.60 plus
clocking!
MC B VALIANT broke off balance (losing action) shortly after the start, never leveled (toss it out). Prior effort (15.83) she
broke ‐1 1/2 length slow, bumped repeatedly early, ‐1 length past the gap, kept to her task to the end (9.99 final 1/8).
CLANDESTINE (15.84) broke off balance, drifted in shortly after the start, losing ‐1 length, raced ‐1 length past the gap, kept
to his task to the end (9.94 final 1/8). Prior effort (15.83) he broke off balance at the start, losing ‐3/4 length, raced ‐1 1/2
length past the gap, kept to his task (actually just missed 3rd) thru the 9.90 final 1/8 vs. tougher rivals.
VH SASS (17.23) broke off balance, bumped shortly after the start, losing ‐1/2 length, accelerated nicely, drifted out (3‐4
lanes) midway, kept to his task to the end (9.87 final 1/8). Prior effort (15.83) he broke in (2‐lanes) shortly after the start,
losing ‐1/2 length, raced ‐1 1/2 length past the gap, kept to his task to the end.
ONE SWEET HEART arrives from New Mexico. He posted a local 'turn and work' on 07/27.
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RACE 4
(1) ROCK ALL DAY 

(4) WARRENSDOLLARSIGNS

(2) FREAKY MONIQEE

HORSES TO WATCH:
ROCK ALL DAY broke well, chased the lone speed winner mid‐backside (‐2 lengths), dueled outside the eventual winner
mid‐final turn, battled the length of the stretch, just missed (23.41 final 1/4). Prior effort she sizzled the opening quarter
(21.57) before fading in deep stretch at 5 1/2 furlongs. She figures for a solid ground saving trip with Vinnie sticking with
this one over WARRENSDOLLARSIGNS!
WARRENSDOLLARSIGNS broke well, chased the dueling pair mid‐backside (‐1 length), ‐2 lengths near the far turn (22.01
opening quarter), found room (rail) entering the stretch, gained the advantage at midstretch, gradually pulled clear late
(RAPID 5.88 FINAL 1/16). SHE LOSES VINNIE.....
FREAKY MONUQEE broke well, sprinted clear (+3 lengths) mid‐backside, opened up +4 lengths near the far turn (21.93
opening quarter), gradually pulled clear near the wire (6.37 final 1/16). Prior effort she broke well, dueled outside one rival
near the far turn, shook loose (+5 lengths) entering the stretch, nailed (tough loss) at 870 yards. Claimed from Kelly. She will
get tested for sure in this tougher spot.
BEHRLY TRICKY broke off balance at the start, losing ‐1 length, dueled between rivals mid‐backside, dropped back ‐1 length
as the pace quickened near the far turn (22.40 opening quarter), dueled outside 2‐rivals entering the stretch, battled the
length of the stretch, finished out clearly 2nd best. Prior effort she bumped repeatedly shortly after the start, chased the
lone speed winner mid‐backside (‐4 lengths), ‐5 lengths near the far turn (21.93 opening quarter), traveled evenly down the
lane.
PAM'S JOY broke out at the start, ‐2 lengths early, dueled inside one rival mid‐backside, shook loose (+1 length) near the far
turn (21.71 opening quarter), held gamely (6.56 final 1/16). Prior effort she broke well, dueled outside one rival mid‐
backside, dueled outside 2‐rivals near the far turn (21.60 opening quarter), +2 length advantage entering the stretch,
gradually pulled clear in deep stretch vs. easier.
RAVEN RIDGE bumped at the start, chased the lone speed winner mid‐backside (‐5 lengths), ‐6 lengths near the far turn
(22.43 opening quarter), drifted out 5‐6 lanes wide entering the stretch, traveled evenly down the lane after losing her best
chance. Prior effort she broke well, dueled 5‐wide (part of a 6‐horse speed duel) mid‐backside, dropped back ‐1 length as
the pace quickened near the far turn (23.09 opening quarter), lacked the needed response down the lane at 870.

REALLY A PRINCESS broke ‐1 length slow, dueled inside 2‐rivals mid‐backside, gained the slim advantage entering the
stretch, dueled inside 2‐rivals entering the stretch, dropped back ‐1 length as the pace quickened at midstretch, got tired in
deep stretch. She draws an outside post....
(((((((((((((((((((((((()))))))))))))))))))))

RACE 5
(6) BOUND TO BET

(3) STRETCH

(4) AIMING STRAIGHT

LES ONAKA'S LATE PICK 4
SMALL TICKET
5th race (1,3,4,6)

6th race (1,4)

7th race (3,4)

8th race (4,5,6)

TOTAL $ 48.00

6th race (1,4,5)

7th race (3,4)

8th race (4,5,6)

TOTAL $ 72.00

LARGE TICKET
5th race (1,3,4,6)
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HORSES TO WATCH:
BOUND TO BET broke well, sprinted clear (+2 lengths) mid‐backside, controlled the 22.62 opening quarter, gradually pulled
clear late (rapid 2.62 final 1/4). THE ONE TO BEAT WITH A REPEAT PERFORMANCE!
STRETCH broke out, bumped at the start, shook loose (+2 lengths) mid‐backside, controlled the 22.23 opening quarter), +3
lengths entering the stretch, held strong (22.90 final 1/4). He beat easier at longer distances earlier. HE IS RACING IN SHARP
FORM.
AIMING STRAIGHT broke well, dueled outside 3‐rivals mid‐backside, dueled outside one rival near the far turn (22.09
opening quarter), battled the length of the stretch, just up vs. easier. Sharp thoroughbred keeps on firing bullets!
MISS LOUJEAN returns from Del Mar (5 furlong distances). 3‐BACK he broke well, dueled inside one rival mid‐backside,
shook loose (+1 length) near the far turn (21.68 opening quarter), +3 length advantage entering the stretch, held strong
(22.90 final 1/4). SHE IS ONE OF MANY IN THIS WIDE‐OPEN EVENT.
***********************************************
OTHERS:
PROPHETINPARADISE broke well, quick in stride (+2 lengths) mid‐backside, dueled inside one rival around the far turn,
gained the slim advantage at top of the lane, held gamely (23.41 final 1/4). He has taken strong betting support in last 3
outings!
KISMET bobbled, drifted out, bumped shortly after the start, outrun. Freshened since 01/20. Returns with a series of good
works. Watch for early speed.
(((((((((((((((((())))))))))))))

RACE 6
(1) CATCHING FIRE Z

(4) XANTHOS

(5) FIRST AND UP

HORSES TO WATCH:
CATCHING FIRE Z returns from Arizona. She flashed ability locally last year. Faced eventual Los Alamitos Two Million
Futurity winner WORTH DOING 3‐back. 3‐time runner‐up sports a 'turn and work' on 07/29.
XANTHOS (17.73) broke out (2‐3 lanes) at the start, losing ‐1 1/2 length, raced ‐3 lengths past the gap, traveled evenly
(behind horses) thru the 9.73 final 1/8 vs. WINNERS. Prior effort (20.01) he was carried out (3‐lanes) shortly after the start,
raced ‐ 2 1/2 lengths past the gap, finished out with good energy in the Governor's Cup trials (note top 5 finishers qualified
for the Derby!). He posted a solid "B+" work earlier (06/17). HE RETURNS TO FACE NON‐WINNERS!
**********************************************************************
OTHERS:
FIRST AND UP (15.74) broke off balance, bobbled, drifted in (2‐3 lanes) shortly after the start, losing ‐1 1/2 length, drifted
out past the gap (‐1 1/2 length), gamely kept to his task to the end (just missed 2nd) thru the 9.90 final 1/8). He improves
his post and is capable of a much stronger rating.
IMPACT (15.71) bumped at the start, losing ‐1 1/2 length, raced ‐1 1/2 length past the gap, gamely kept to his task to the
end (rail trip) thru the 9.85 final 1/8 vs. tougher rivals. Prior effort he broke off balance at the start, losing ‐ 1 length, raced ‐
2 1/2 lengths past the gap (toss it out). He fits well for sure.
MOVIN POWERFULLY fractious in gate, broke out, bumped (hard) shortly after the start, raced in tight quarters (losing path)
past the gap, not abused (toss it out). Prior effort (17.95) he broke ‐1/2 length slow, accelerated nicely, raced ‐3/4 length
past the gap, kept to his task to the end (9.70 final 1/8). He posted a solid "B+" work earlier (06/20).
TORO MEDINA (15.90) broke out, bumped at the start, quick in stride, raced ‐3/4 length past the gap, traveled evenly thru
the final 9.82 final 1/8) behind horses. He posted a 'no grade' work earlier (07/01).
MY BLESSING JESS broke in at the start, losing ‐3/4 length, drifted out past the gap, lacked the needed response thru the
final 1/2 (toss it out). Prior effort (15.77) he broke in, bumped (hard) at the start, drifted in (bumped) past the gap, drifted
in, bumped near the wire.
((((((((((((((())))))))))))))

RACE 7
(4) CALIFORNIA BLOSSOM

(3) ONE SPICY EAGLE

(1) LIGHT OF THE MOON

HORSES TO WATCH:
CALIFORNIA BLOSSOM (15.59) swerved out (3‐4 lanes) shortly after the start, losing ‐1 1/2 length, raced ‐2 1/2 lengths past
the gap, leveled midway, finished strong (not beaten badly for 2nd) thru the 9.91 final 1/8. (Q) 07/15 outworked by OAK
RANCH (12.2‐12.3) Worked outside. Broke in (2‐3 lanes) shortly after the start, quick in stride, ‐1/2 length midway, pushed
along, responding well. Losing by ‐1/2 length. GRADE: B DRILL Better is forecast with the race under her belt!
ONE SPICY EAGLE (15.61) broke off balance at the start, losing ‐1 length, raced ‐1 1/2 length past the gap, leveled midway,
finished strong for 2nd (9.94 final 1/8) vs. a much troubled 3rd place finisher CALIFORNIA BLOSSOM. Prior effort (15.64) she
broke out, bumped at the start, losing ‐3/4 length, raced ‐1 1/2 length past the gap, gamely kept to her task to the end. She
holds consistent high ratings based on adjusted clocking.
***************************************
OTHERS:

LIGHT OF THE MOON hesitated at the start, drifted out (3‐4 lanes) early, raced ‐5 lengths past the gap, leveled too late (thru
the 9.79 final 1/8) from his outside post (#10). Prior effort (15.57) she was FRACTIOUS in gate, broke in (2‐lanes) at the
start, losing ‐1 length, drifted in past the gap, drifted in midway, gamely kept to her task to the end (9.85 final 1/8). She
holds the highest ratings based on adjusted clocking (15.57 2‐back).
BLU FIRE arrives from New Mexico. She wasn't beaten badly 2‐back when competing against a solid maiden field. A
toteboard check is advised.
DOCS LAST CARD (Q) 08/19 outworked (12.4‐12.6‐12.2) Worked inside. Broke well, quick in stride, even up midway, let run,
responding well. Losing by ‐1/2 length. GRADE: B DRILL (Q) 08/05 worked solo (12.5) Broke out at the start, quick in stride,
light hand ride, asked twice midway (drifting in), responding strong under light pressure. GRADE: B DRILL
EAST OF EDEN (Q) 08/12 worked evenly with THOUGHT ON (both 12.6) Worked outside. Broke off balance at the start,
hand shoved for speed, ‐1 length midway, responding well under light pressure. Losing by ‐1/2 length. GRADE: B DRILL (Q)
08/01 outworked by BETTER THAN EVER (both 12.7) Worked outside. Broke out at the start, hand shoved for speed, ‐1/2
length midway, pushed along, responding well. Losing by a narrow margin. GRADE: B DRILL
ONE FAMOUS FILLY hesitated, bumped (losing path) shortly after the start, never leveled (toss it out). (Q) 07/11 outworked
(12.5‐12.3‐12.7) Worked outside. Broke off balance at the start, hand shoved for speed, ‐2 lengths midway, never asked,
responding ok. Losing by ‐2 lengths. GRADE: C DRILL
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((())))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

RACE 8
(4) HEADED FOR UTAH 

(5) UNBLEMISHED

(6) CORONAS BAR

HORSES TO WATCH:
UTAH FOR UTAH (15.57+) broke off balance at the start, quick in stride (lead), flashed good speed, +1 length advantage
midway, never asked, crushed maidens with speed to spare (9.79 final 1/8)! Prior effort (15.68) he hesitated at the start,
losing ‐1/2 length, accelerated nicely, ‐1 length past the gap, drifted out, bumped midway, lacked the needed response thru
the final 110 yards vs. UNBLEMISHED. Claimed from S Willoughby. HE LOOKED MUCH IMPROVED!
UMBLEMISHED (17.78) swerved in, bumped repeatedly shortly after the start, losing ‐2 lengths, losing path past the gap (‐3
lengths), cleared midway, not abused, finished out full of run (9.68 final 1/8) in the California Breeders Freshman Stakes.
Prior effort (17.77) he was FRACTIOUS in gate, broke out, bumped at the start, losing ‐3/4 length, bumped (knocked off
stride) past the gap, ‐1 length midway, gamely kept to his task to the end (9.96 final 1/8). Trouble‐prone performer holds
solid ratings based on adjusted clocking!
CORONAS BAR (16.87) broke in at the start, losing ‐1/2 length, quick in stride, raced‐3/4 length past the gap, finished
strongly and just missed (9.73 final 1/8). Prior effort (15.54) he broke off balance, drifted in shortly after the start, raced ‐1
length at the gap, drifted out past the gap, gained the advantage midway, held gamely (9.91 final 1/8). He carries a
tendency of breaking inwards at the start.
***************************
OTHERS:
MUCHO BRAVADO (15.62) broke off balance, drifted out, bumped shortly after the start, losing ‐1/2 length, quick in stride,
right there past the gap, kept to his task to the end (just missed) thru the 9.87 final 1/8 when competing in night's fastest of
3. Prior effort (17.86) he broke ‐1/2 length slow, quick in stride, drifted out (hard to ride) past the gap, leveled too late.
WALK IT MAN (15.56) broke well, quick in stride (lead), flashed good speed, held strong (9.80 final 1/8). Prior effort he
broke ‐1 1/2 length slow, losing path past the gap, not abused (toss it out) vs. better. He must overcome the rail.
RICHY RICH (15.52) broke in at the start, losing ‐1/2 length, quick in stride, raced ‐3/4 length past the gap, leveled midway,
rallied strong for his maiden score (9.84 final 1/8). Prior effort (15.63) he hesitated at the start, losing ‐ 1 1/2 length, leveled
too late.
End

